Math/Computer Science Colloquium Series

Multiplication Without Numbers:
A First Look at Groups

Anders Hendrickson
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Open a book of advanced mathematics, and you might be
surprised at how few numbers there are on the pages. When
asked to help split the check at a restaurant, many a profes-
sional mathematician has responded, “Ask my friend the engi-
neer; I haven’t used numbers in years.” How is it that so much
mathematics has so little to do with numbers? What kind of
multiplication involves no numbers at all? Dr. Hendrickson will
use this question as an introduction to the fascinating subject of
group theory, and he will also provide cookies from his kitchen.
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Homemade Cookies!



