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Research tools like the library’s online catalog, MnPALS, and periodical indexes like the Academic Search Premier organize information so that researchers can locate what they need effectively and efficiently.  One of the most important ways they do this is by providing “controlled vocabulary” or Subject searching.
How does this work?  Let’s start with an example.  Look at the following five books on legalization of marijuana.  

	1.
	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
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	Understanding Marijuana
	Legalize This!
The Case for Decriminalizing Drugs
	Legalizing Marijuana
	Drugs:  Should We Legalize, Decriminalize or Deregulate
	Why Marijuana Should Be Legal


Notice that each of the titles use different terms to convey a similar topic.  If we did a keyword search in MnPALS for “legalizing marijuana,” we would find 3 and maybe 5, but probably not 1, 2 or 4.
Let’s look at the MnPALS record for 5.  
[image: image7.png]Record 1 out of 1

Location/Available CDnm:nrdiz Moorhead Main Collection Call # HV5822.M3 R67 1996
i

Author ®Rosenthal, Ed.
Title @Why marijuana should be legal / Ed Rosenthal, Steve Kubby.
Tt ed
New York : Thunders Mouth Press, 1996
Physical Details 18 p. ¢l ; 18 om
Bibliography Includes bibliographical references . 107-115).
Contents Note Presening our constitutional rights ~ Criminal innocents - Economic

costs -~ Health effects - Industrial applications  Medical applications
- National security -~ Sociological aspects

Subject ===l OMarijuana - United States.
@Marijuana - Law and legislation -- United States.
@Drug legalization — United States.




 
Notice that “Marijuana – Law and legislation” is listed as a Subject for this book.  Is that a phrase that describes all of these books?
Your Turn
Here are five books on music and the Internet.

	1.
	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
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	The Future of Music: Manifesto for the Digital Music Revolution
	Information Security & Ethics: Social & Organizational Issues
	MP3: The Definitive Guide
	Computer & Information Ethics
	Understanding MP3


Can you come up with one or two terms that could be a Subject for all of these books?
____________________________________
____________________________________
In Practice
Here’s how it works.  Go to a computer and follow these steps.

1) Go to the library homepage (library.cord.edu).

2) In the “Find Books” box, type in one of the terms or phrases you listed.
3) Examine your search results.  Select one title that seems to apply to your topic and click on the title to get more information.
 
	Note:  Did you notice that some of the books in your list have NOTHING to do with your topic?  With a keyword search, you are finding your term anywhere.  It could be the author’s last name or the publisher’s name, or a word that appears anywhere in an item’s online record.


4) Look for the Subject the librarians chose.  Is it different than the term or phrase you wrote down?

5) Click on the linked subject term to do a new search for all the books on this subject.

6) Examine your results again.  How many books are in your second results list?  How many of these are relevant to your topic?  Why are these results different?
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