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	Locate and Evaluate
a Scholarly Journal Article


Scholarly, or academic, journal articles are generally written to make original disciplinary research available.  Authors are subject specialists and experts and articles are often peer-reviewed, or evaluated by other subject specialists before they are accepted for publication.  As a college student, you will want to incorporate journal articles of this type into your academic projects.   Follow the steps below to locate and evaluate a scholarly journal article on your topic.
1. To locate articles in a periodical (journal, magazine, or newspaper), you will need to use an index.  Concordia’s library provides access to many indexes in print and online.  For this assignment, you will use the Academic Search Premier database.

Go to the library’s homepage.  >>  http://library.cord.edu

Click on the link to the Academic Search Premier database.

2. Enter one or two keywords that describe the topic you are interested in.  Click on the “Search” button.

3. Locate the citation for an appropriate article.  Citations include information about where and when an article was published (e.g. title of article, authors, title of journal, journal issue, page numbers, etc.).
	Your article should be:

· interesting and relevant

· at least three pages long

· understandable to you and your classmates


Record citation information for the article you have selected.

Article Title:  ____________________________________________________________

Article Author(s):  _______________________________________________________

Journal Title:  ___________________________________________________________

Volume:  ___________

Issue:  ____________
Pages:  ______________

4. Retrieve the article and evaluate its contents.


Note:  Some articles are available online with a direct link from the Academic Search Premier.  Look for “PDF Full Text” or “HTML Full Text.”  Additional articles may be located online or in print at the Concordia College library.  Click on the “Find It” button for retrieval options.


Here are some evaluative questions you may wish to consider:
How well does this source cover your topic?  Is the coverage in-depth?  Is this a source you would recommend to someone else working on a similar topic?  Is the language understandable or is the writing too technical?  Does the author have a bias?  Is this source objective (without opinion) or subjective (tries to influence you to feel a certain way about an issue)?  When was this article published?  How does the date of publication relate to your topic?  Is current information important for your topic or do you need older materials? 
Your Evaluation
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