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	Generate Topic Ideas
Group Activity


When faced with a research project assignment, your biggest challenge may be deciding where to begin.  What topic will you choose?  How will you narrow (or broaden) your focus?  Where will you begin your research?  Which terms will you use to search for books and articles?  All of these are common questions and your classmates undoubtedly share your feelings of uncertainty.  This exercise draws on the creativity of your entire class to help you begin to find answers to these difficult questions.

1) On the back of this sheet, write down your topic.  (Don’t worry if you haven’t developed a thesis statement yet.  For this exercise, the important thing is to give your classmates an idea of the topic you are interested in writing about.)


2) Get up and move to your neighbor’s seat.  Read his or her topic and pose a question to consider, suggest a related concept, or recommend a search term (or terms) to try in the library.  Be creative!  Write down anything you think might help your classmate with his or her research project.


3) Get up and move to the next seat.  Read the topic as well as the comments or suggestions.  Build on existing notes or propose an entirely new concept or direction.  Continue moving around the room until you have shared a suggestion with each member of your class and returned to your own seat.
	For each of your classmate’s topics, make sure you
read all of the comments that have already been given.
You may not duplicate another person’s suggestion.


Special thanks to Amy Watkin for sharing this exercise.
My topic / area of interest:
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