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	Explore a Research Topic


Library research is a great way to critically examine your beliefs about important issues and to learn something new about a subject.  While it is normal to feel overwhelmed at the start of a big research project (especially if you are unsure of the direction your project will take or if you do not know a lot about your topic area), the more reputable sources you read the easier it will be to write or speak knowledgeably about your subject matter.
Most expert researchers know that the key to designing successful projects takes time and a great deal of preliminary READING.  While you are reading, you must be willing to adjust and modify your ideas about a topic based on new information.  It is not enough to rely solely on pre-existing beliefs, knowledge or experience.  Rather, an excellent research project synthesizes what you want to say about an issue with what others have written and what you have learned.
This assignment demonstrates the importance of staying flexible and open-minded, especially during the early stages of any research project.


Part One
1. Based on the topics you have been discussing in this course, select a controversial topic about which you have strong views (e.g., [enter Inquiry Seminar examples]).


2. In a clearly organized paragraph or two, briefly outline your side of this issue stating why you feel the way you do about the topic (500 words or less).

· What has influenced your current beliefs?

· Is there any room for you to change these views?  Why or why not?
· Have you done any previous library research on this topic?  If so, how did it contribute to your thinking about this subject?    
A copy of Part One of the assignment is due in class on:  [???]

Keep an electronic copy of this statement so you can access it again later.


Part Two

3. Using the library’s Academic Search Premier database, locate and READ three journal articles that represent an opposing view, or a view that is contradictory, to some aspect of your argument.  

Each of your articles must be:
a. printed in a reputable academic journal,
b. published within the last five years,
c. at least three to five pages in length.


4. After reading your three articles, write another clearly organized essay (1,500 words or less) reflecting on what you learned about the issue.
· Re-read the statement you wrote in Part One.  Have your views changed?  Why or why not?
· How did each of the articles you read affect your thinking about this topic?
· Did anything you read inspire you to look further into this issue?  Why or why not?

5. Include a photocopy of the first page of each journal article and a copy of the essay you wrote in Part One of this assignment with your second paper.

Part Two of the assignment is due in class on:  [???]
Tweety://Instruction/Inquiry/Activities

MRF

