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	Evaluate Internet Sites


There is an enormous amount of information available on the Internet.   Though estimates vary, one rough calculation reports that the web contains more than 550 billion pages.  Because the Internet is such a vast resource, it is important that you critically examine the resources you find there.  Just as you might not believe everything you hear on the radio, read in a newspaper, or see on television, you cannot believe everything you find on the Internet.  Internet research requires constant questioning and careful consideration to ensure sources are credible and reliable.
To successfully complete this exercise, you will compare and contrast two Internet resources using the following four evaluative criteria:  authority, accuracy, currency, and objectivity.

1. Listen to the online tutorial found at:  

http://muse.widener.edu/~tltr/How_to_Evaluate_9.htm

(Be patient, this may take a few minutes to load.  Also, this is an audio-based tutorial, so be sure you access it at a terminal where you can HEAR it.)


2. After you complete the Widener University tutorial, locate the following two websites on the Internet:

The Committee for Open Debate on the Holocaust
http://www.codoh.com/index.shtml

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
http://www.ushmm.org/


3. Using complete sentences in a written response of about 500 words, address each of the four Widener tutorial criteria (authority, accuracy, currency, and objectivity) in relationship to both websites.  Ultimately, your response needs to argue the reliability of one Internet site over the other for use in a college-level academic research paper.  Therefore, your argument should NOT be based solely on the content of either site, but rather on the five evaluative criteria as outlined by Widener University’s tutorial.
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