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	Annotated Bibliography


Your assignment is to create a list of 8 to 10 citations to books, articles and other documents related to your research topic.  Each of these citations will be followed by a brief (about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph; the annotation.

The purpose of your annotations is to inform your reader of the relevance, accuracy and quality of the sources cited.  They summarize the content of the source, but also expose the author’s point of view, evaluate his or her authority, and provide insight about how you plan to incorporate the source into your project.
The Process 
1. Locate and record citations to at least 12 information sources that may contain useful information and ideas on your topic. 
2. Briefly examine and review the actual items; then choose the 8 or 10 works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic. 
3. Cite each book, article or document using your MLA citation style guide.

4. Write a concise annotation following each citation. 

The Annotations
Each annotation should provide a brief summary of the source content.  It must also include an evaluation of that source as it applies to your project.  Some areas to consider are:

	· Comment on the author’s authority or background

· Compare or contrast this work with another you have cited

· Mention charts or graphs if they illustrate important points for your project
	· Explain how this work relates to your research [e.g. provides basic background, agrees or disagrees with your thesis, etc.]
· Comment on the author’s bias (if apparent)


Modified with permission from:  Paula Moskowitz, Assistant Coordinator of Library Instruction, Manhattanville College Library.
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	0
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	Content
	Your sources are interesting and appropriate. Each is clearly relevant to your topic.
	Your sources are interesting and most are appropriate. A few may be less relevant to your topic.
	Your sources cover your topic, but they are less interesting and the relationship to your paper is not always clear.
	Some of your sources cover your topic, but they are uninspiring and their relationship to your paper is unclear.
	Few, if any, of your sources are related to your topic.
	You have not read enough to determine if your sources are related or not.

	Currency
	All of your sources are published within an appropriate time frame for your topic.
	Most, but not all of your sources are published within an appropriate time frame.
	About half of your sources are published within an appropriate time frame.
	Some of your sources are published within an appropriate time frame.
	Few of your sources are published within an appropriate time frame.
	You pay no attention to the publication date of your sources.

	Level
	You select a variety of sources and they are all written at the appropriate level for this paper’s purpose.
	You select a variety of sources and they are most written at the appropriate level for this paper’s purpose.
	The sources you select are less varied, but most are written at the appropriate level for this paper’s purpose.
	You select mostly one type of sources (i.e. Internet sites, books, etc.) and few are written at the appropriate level for this paper’s purpose.
	You select mostly one type of sources (i.e. Internet sites, books, etc.) and none are written at the appropriate level for this paper’s purpose.
	You do your research at the last minute and it is obvious that you do not examine your sources to determine at what level they are written.

	Authority
	You can identify the author(s) of your sources and their credentials are relevant.
	You can identify the author(s) of most of your sources and their credentials are relevant.
	You can identify the author(s) of half of your sources and their credentials are relevant.
	You can identify the author(s) of a few of your sources and their credentials are less relevant.
	You don’t know much about most of the author(s) of your resources.
	You make no attempt to identify your authors or their credentials.

	Summary
	You clearly summarize the main points of each source.  You explicitly connect them to your thesis and to one another.
	You clearly summarize the main points of each source.  You explicitly connect most sources to your thesis and to one another.
	You clearly summarize the main points of each source.  Their connection to your thesis is less apparent.
	You try to summarize your sources, but main points are unclear. You have difficulty connecting sources to your thesis or to one another.

	You try to summarize your sources, but main points are unclear. You make no attempt to connect sources to your thesis or to one another.
	You make no attempt to summarize your sources.  There is no connection to your thesis or comparison between sources.

	Conventions
	You correctly document at least 10 sources using MLA style.
	You correctly document at least 10 sources using MLA style and there are few errors.
	You correctly document at least 8 sources using MLA and there are few errors.
	You document at least 6 sources but have difficulty using MLA style.
	You document fewer than 6 sources using your own citation style and manage to be fairly consistent.
	You document fewer than 6 sources and do not bother with citation style.
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